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SATURDAY, 26th, 


To the BRITON, 


WAS one of thofe who thought you had un- 
dertaken a tafk which you would never be able 
to perform. I could not conceive it was pof- 
fible that the conduc of any minifter could be 
juftified, excepting ftill the patriot-minifter, the 
7 minifter of the people, who appears in this our 
hemifphere, like a white elephant in the kingdom of Pegu, once 
in two or three centuries. I am now undeccived in my opinion, 
Tue tools of faction are fairly convicted of the vileft ca- 
lumny levelled at the prefent adm——n, and glanced at the S—n 


¢ 


himfelf. Deluded in this worft fpecies of detrattion, they have 
fhuffled and evaded: they have endeavoured to explain away their 
own meaning : they have pleaded infanity in excufe of fedition, and 


floundered from | one abfurdity into another, until they have ex- 
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cited the compaffion, even of thofe who deteft their malice, You 
challenged them ‘to producé one fact to the prejudice of ‘the 
m—r’s charatter, which they had fo liberally reviled. Could they 
afford one imftance of his corruption, mifconduct, or partiality ? 
Here then is a phenomenon which, I believe, never appeared in 
England before: an adminiftration that defies the cenfure of pry- 
ing envy, and wnwearied faction | 

Wadia dult they raifed about'the papers relating to the nego- 
tiation with Spain, endeavoaring to propogate a belief that fome 
of them were fuppreffed for finifter purpofes! You and others 
explained this affair: thetr allegations were refuted, and ‘they 
thought proper to drop the fabject. They challenged you in ‘their 
turn, to name any inftance of activity or addrefs in the prefent 
adminiftration. You enumerated a greater number of particulars 
than, Iam perfuaded, they defired to fee; and as they thought 
it incumbent upon them to fay fomething in extenuation of the 


praife fo juftly due to the miniftry on the fcore of thofe tranfac- 


tions, the Monitor of laft Saturday has performed this office in 
fuch a manner, that I know not whether moft to admire his un-. 
derftanding or integrity. | 

I sua pafs by his flowers of abufe ; his recrimination of ma-. 
lice, falfehood, and'detraction, which’ come’ with a good grace 
from a writer, the detected minifter‘ of obloquy, the profeffed 
retailer of reproach, who exilts entirely dependant on his talent 
for defamation : and here I muft beg leave to difapprove of your 
engaging in any altercation of this nature—Leave all perfonalities 
and national reflections to this honeft politician, and the low buf- 
foons who fquirt their illiberal farcafms in that defpicable paper 
the North Briton; convinced that thefe are themes with which 
the public will foon be cloyed, and confoling yourfelf in the mean 
time with the charitable reflection, that fuch authors are in fome 
fort excufeable, as they feem altogether unqualified to gain a live- 
lihood by any other {pecies of writing. : 

Burt, to return from this digreflion, the Monitor feems to be 
mightily feandalized at your calling the treaty with P—a, an. in- 
glorious connection, in which the honour and advantage of the 
nation have been proftituted; and labours hard to bring you in 
guilty of a libel upon K—g and parliament, for this political blaf- 
phemy againft one of the capital meafures of his patron’s admi- 

niftration, 
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niftration. He then launches out into a rhapfody in favour of 
the G—n war; expatiates upon the old hackneyed expreffions of 
the ballance of power, the proteftant religion, and the liberties of 
Europe; and profeffes aftonifhment that you fhould dare to hint 
at the weaknefs and predilection of his deceafed M—y. I mutt 
‘inform this wife Monitor, that every Briton has a rightto {peak 
and write freely on the grievances of his country; that it is no 
‘breach of privilege to blame the bad meafures of former P—ts ; 
nor treafon to mention the weaknefs of any deceafed S——n., 
Thatthe G n war was pernicious to.the concerns of Great 
‘Britain, as well as to the liberties of Europe, and the interefts of 
humanity ; that the proteftant religion was entirely out of the 
‘queftion, and only ufed as a juggling term to dazzle the eye, and 
puzzle the underttanding of the vulgar; that the treaty of P—a 
was an inglorious connection, by which we entailed upon our- 
Selves the certainty of an enormous expence, without the poffibility 
of receiving any advantage ; that the fubfidy granted was, in effect, 
a-fcandalous tribute, given in confideration of forbearance; that 
tthe nation has been drained of above fix millions annually, and the 
Britith fucceffes in America have been impeded, by maintaining a 
needlefs and inefetual war on the continent of Germany, are 
truths which* have been fo often demonttrated beyond all contra- 
“diction, and are now become fo glaringly felf-evident, that every 
Briton, whofe foul is not wholly g——nized, or actuated by worfe 
principles, muft affent to them with indignation and chagrin, 
But, who is this mild creature, this mirror of decorum; over- 
‘flowing with the milk of human kindnefs, who takes offence at 
your hinting any imperfe¢tions in the character of the late K—g; 
and at your condemning a German war, which hath lavithed 
-away our beft blood, and added at Jeaft thirty millions to the na- 
ttionaldebt? Pray, mark; it isthe worthy Monitor, he, who but the 
other day, ventured to diffufe the bafeft infinuations againit the 
character @f dis living Sn... He, good man, could not bear to be 
-put in mind-of alate monarch’s prejudices and predilection, againtt 
which his patron hadfo many years declaimed, which all Europe 
faw, all England felt, and every honeft Briton lamented; but he 
thas dared, for the worft purpofes of faction, to plant unfounded 
‘jealoufies around the th—ne, to fcatter implied calumnies even 


wpon the character of his P—ce ; to depreciate him in the eyes of 
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his people, by implied favouritifm ; by taxing him with puerile 
attachments, and weakneffes which had no exiftence, but in his 
own Vicious invention. ‘This egregious moralift, fo delicate with 
refpect to the memory of the late K—g, is, or pretends to be, 
the implicit admirer of the man, who, even in the face of the 
fenate, on fandry occafions, prefumed to ftigmatize the condu& 
and perfon of that Pr—ce, then his fovereign, with fuch abufive 
epithets, that the hearers were ftruck with siecielinn and the 
K— himfelf was fo incenfed at the unmannerly freedoms he had 
taken, that all the fervility of his m-—1 compliance, when’ he 
afterwards forced himfelf into the c—b—t, could not overcome 
the difguft he had occafioned by his former virulence. 
This juftificator of the G—n war, fo free of his fubfidies, fo 
warm in his attachments to the P—n monarch, is the profeffed 
champion of him who raifed himfelf into a coloffal idol of popu- 
larity, by no other means but thofe of inveighing againft conti- 
nental conneétions, and reviling our Weftphalian allies. Let us 
hear how he expatiated on thofe topics in the houfe of C——s, 
and with what refpect he mefitioned the character of the late 
K—g, about the beginning of the laft war, before his mouth was 
padlocked with a place.“ It is now too apparent, that this great, 
“ this powerful, this formidable kingdom, is confidered only asa 
“‘ province to a de/picable electorate; and that in confequence of 
* a fcheme formed long ago, and invariably purfued, thefe troops 
“are hired only to drain this unhappy nation of its money: that 
“they have hitherto been of no ufe to Great Britain, or to Au- 
*« ftria, is evident beyond controverfy ; and therefore it is plain, 
** they are retained only for the purpofes of Hanover. How much 
“ reafon the tranfactions of almoft every year, have given for fu- 
“ fpecting this ridiculous, ungrateful, and perfidious partiality, it is 
“ not neceflary to mention. I doubt not but moft of thofe who fit 
“* in this houfe, can recolle& a great number of inftances, from the 
* purchafe of part of the Swedifh dominions, to the contraé 
“* which we are now called upon to ratify. IT hope few have for- 
gotten the memorable /ipulation for the Heffian troops; for 
“ forces of the Duke of Wolfenbuttl, which we were fcar@ly to 
** march beyond the verge of their own country; or the ever-me- 

** morable treaty, of which the tendency is difcovered in the name: ° 
“* Tbe treaty by which we difunited ourfelves from Auftria ; de- 
Srroyed 
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“ Rroyed that building which we may, perbaps, now endeavour, 


«* qwithout fuccefs, to raife again, and weakened the only power which 


<< i¢ was our intereft to ftrengthen. To dwell upon all the inftan- 
“ces of partiality which have been fhewn; to remark the yearly 


“ vifits that have been made to that delightful country; to reckon 


* up all the /zms that have been {pent to aggrandize and enrich it, 

“ would be at once invidiousand tirefome; tirefome to thofe whe 
“are afraid to hear the truth, and to thofe who are-unwilling 
“to mention facts di/honourable or injurious to their country; nor 
« fhall I dwell any longer on this unpleafing fubje€t, than to ex- 
“ prefs my hopes, that we fhall no more fuffer ourfelves to be decei-~ 
<* ved and oppreffed.” The application is fo obvious it need not be 
pointed out. I fhall leave it to the fagacity, the common fenfe of 
every reader, who is not blind to conviction, who is not aban- 
doned by every fentiment of honefty and patriotifm. 

Tue Monitor not only exclaims againft you, for the little re- 
gard you pay to G—n connections, but he affirms, that the pre- 
fent m——y had no concern in the peace concluded between the 
Czar and the K—g of P—a, unlefs you can prove that death was 
employed as a Britifh meffenger; for the accommodation was the 
natural confequence of the Czarina’s deceafe. As the Monitor 
does not deal much in jokes, I fhall give him credit for this at- 
tempt to be facetious, tho’, God knows, it is no more than a ghatft- 
ly grin; but I muft inform him, that altho’ the death of the Cza- 
rina was a favourable incident, it was the Britith miniftry who firft 
made ufe of that favourable incident, to propofe, mediate, pro- 
mote, and haften the accommodation; and therefore it is no very 
honeft part in Mr. Monitor, to filch away from them the credit 
of this tranfaction. 

NeiTHER will he allow that Sir Charles Saunders hath been 
enabled to maintain the empire of the Mediterranean, ‘ becaufe, fays 
<< he, if report may be credited, the French and Spanith fquadrons 
“are joined.” Here a vague report is brought in, to over-ballance 
an eftablifhed fact. But, let us grant the report is true; how will 
it invalidate your affertion, that Sir Charles Saunders does not ride 
triumphant in the Mediterranean, and interrupt the commerce of 
the enemy? Has he quitted the open fea, and retired to any har~ 
bour for fafety, againft the attempts of the united {quadrons? Has 


he left off cruifing along their coafts, or in any fhape declined an 
en- 
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engagement; or have they, confiding in their faperior ftrength, 
come forth to give him battle? Nothing’ of this kind has hap- 
pened ; therefore the infinuation is equally idle andimpertinent. , 

To conclude, our politician would rob the adm——n of the 
honour refulting from the conqueft of Martinique, by, declaring 
this expedition was the plan of the late m—r. This is begging 
honour for his patron with a witnefs. The plan of attacking the 
French in America, was adopted as a national maxim felf-evident, 
before Mr. P—tt, or any one of his emiflaries was born, A man 
muft have been a genius at crofs-purpofes, who could have mif- 
taken the objeét. The French had little elfe to lofe, which it 
would have been worth while to conquer, except Louifiana, and 
that Mr. P—tt, with a fagacity peculiar to himfelf, over-looked 
during the whole courfe of his. ad n. True it is, he fent an 
armament to make a defcent upon Martinique; but, this was fo 
injudicioufly contrived, as to be found inadequate to the purpofe. 
The honour due to the prefent my arifes, not from their in- 
venting the plan, which required no conjuration, but from pro- 
portioning the means to the defired fuccefs; from equipping the 
armament with vigour and expedition, and fending it out at a pro- 
per feafon, under the conduct of officers of approved ability. And 
here I take my leave for the prefent, of the dage, modeft, and 
con{cientious Monitor, who, perhaps, may deferve fome future 
firictures from, 


SIR, 
Your bumble fervant, 
MILO. 


( To be continued. ) es 


EF RRAT A in the lat Nember. 
In the Motto, for farges, rea fergi: ; for lufco, read lafo. 
P. 23. for Opthalmeater, read Oprhalmiater ; p. 24. for all Cellars, read Ale cellers.” 
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